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SUMMARY:




The common pleas court’s entry dismissing an R.C. 2953.21 petition for postconviction relief must be reversed, because the court’s ex parte communication with the state in making its findings of fact and conclusions of law violated due process and undermined confidence that the court had engaged in the deliberative process mandated by R.C. 2953.21(C), and because the deprivation of due process cannot be said to have been harmless.   
JUDGMENT:

REVERSED AND CAUSE REMANDED
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