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JUDGMENT ENTRY. 

We consider this appeal on the accelerated calendar, and this judgment entry is 

not an opinion of the court.  See S.Ct.R.Rep.Op. 2; App.R. 11.1(E); 1st Dist. Loc.R. 11.1.1. 

In September 2015, the Hamilton County Court of Common Pleas issued a five- 

year-civil-protection order to petitioner-appellee Ryan D. Trotter against respondent-

appellant Heather A. Stephens.  In June 2016, Stephens moved the court to dismiss the 

order.  A magistrate issued a decision recommending the denial of Stephens’s motion.  

Stephens filed timely objections to that decision, but failed to file a transcript.  The trial 

court overruled those objections, and adopted the magistrate’s decision on September 29, 

2015.  On October 13, 2015, Stephens filed a motion requesting the trial court to 

reconsider its decision overruling her objections.  On November 17, 2015, the trial court 

denied Stephens’s motion for reconsideration.  Stephens filed her notice of appeal from 

that decision on the same day.   

We lack jurisdiction over this appeal and, therefore, dismiss it.  The trial court 

entered a final appealable order on September 29, 2015.  Stephens’s motion for 
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reconsideration after the final judgment and the trial court’s subsequent entry denying it 

must be considered nullities.   See Pitts v. Ohio Dept. of Transp., 67 Ohio St.2d 378, 423 

N.E.2d 1105 (1981), paragraph one of the syllabus.   To the extent that Stephens could be 

considered to be appealing the September 29, 2015 final order, she filed her notice of 

appeal beyond the 30-day limit.  See App.R. 4(A).   That time limit is not tolled by the 

filing of a motion for reconsideration.  See App.R. 4(B); In re Estate of Nussbaum, 1st Dist. 

Hamilton No. C-990527 (July 21, 2000).  The appeal, therefore, is untimely. 

This appeal is hereby dismissed.   

Further, a certified copy of this judgment entry shall be sent to the trial court 

under App.R. 27.  Costs shall be taxed under App.R. 24. 

 

FISCHER, P.J., CUNNINGHAM and STAUTBERG, JJ. 

 

To the clerk: 

 Enter upon the journal of the court on June 3, 2016 

per order of the court _______________________________. 
    Presiding Judge 


