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SUMMARY:



The trial court’s acceptance of the prosecutor’s race-neutral reason for using a peremptory challenge to exclude an African-American juror was not clearly erroneous where the juror failed to disclose several prior convictions.




Evidence of defendant’s mental condition and his attempts to feign mental illness was relevant where his defense was that his paranoia caused him to shoot the victim and where he behaved oddly in court in an attempt to feign mental illness.




The prosecutor’s comments to the effect that the defense attorneys were just doing their job were improper since they imputed insincerity to defense counsel by suggesting that counsel believed that defendant was guilty.




Even though some of the prosecutor’s comments were improper, none was so egregious as to deny defendant a fair trial, much less rise to the level of plain error.




Defendant could not challenge the jury’s rejection of his claim of self-defense on sufficiency grounds because a review for sufficiency does not apply to affirmative defenses.




The evidence did not show that defendant reasonably believed that the use of force was necessary to defend himself where defendant admitted that the use of force was based on his paranoia. 




Defendant failed to demonstrate that the cumulative effect of errors deprived him of a fair trial where the evidence was overwhelming, and defendant could not show that the outcome of the trial would have been different absent the alleged errors.
JUDGMENT:
AFFIRMED
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