CAPTION: 
STALEY V. PHILLIPS
06-22-22
APPEAL NO.:

C-210438
TRIAL NO.:

20CV-20821
KEY WORDS:
LANDLORD AND TENANT – R.C. 5321.15(A) – R.C. 5321.15(C) – SELF-HELP – ABANDONMENT – DAMAGES – ATTORNEY FEES 
SUMMARY:

The trial court’s finding of an intent to abandon property was not supported by the evidence where the text messages in the record showed that the tenant was still claiming possession of the leased premises two days before the landlord changed the locks and disposed of the tenant’s possessions.   
Attorney fees are not warranted under R.C. 5321.15(C) where the trial court determined that the tenant suffered no damages as a result of a violation of R.C. 5321.15(A).  
JUDGMENT:
AFFIRMED 
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