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SUMMARY:




The trial court did not err by denying defendant’s motion to sever the felonious assault counts from the murder counts where the record reflects that the evidence regarding the murder counts was simple and distinct from the felonious assault counts, the trial court found no indication that the jury did not follow instructions to consider the counts separately, and, because the convictions on each count were strongly supported by the evidence, the outcome of the proceedings would not have been different had the counts been severed. 
Defendant’s convictions were supported by sufficient evidence and were not contrary to the weight of the evidence where testimony reflected that defendant chased the decedent with a pocketknife, decedent “dart[ed] out,” “ran funny,” and was sitting “slumped” on the porch of his home following a “tussle” with defendant, and defendant repeatedly told an eyewitness not to talk to the police.
The trial court did not err by finding that defendant did not act in self-defense where the record reflected that defendant stabbed the unarmed victim five times while engaged in a fist fight. 

Defendant did not receive ineffective assistance of counsel where the record showed that engaging a different crime scene reconstructionist would not have changed the verdict as the evidence overwhelmingly supported the convictions.
JUDGMENT:

AFFIRMED
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