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SUMMARY:

A juvenile court’s amenability determination under R.C. 2152.12(B)(3) must be supported by a preponderance of the evidence.
While the state bears the burden of persuasion regarding a child’s amenability to treatment in the juvenile system, it is not required to produce affirmative evidence of nonamenability.

Where the juvenile court provided objective reasons for disregarding expert opinions that a child was amenable to rehabilitation in the juvenile system, the court did not abuse its discretion in determining that the child was not amenable to rehabilitation in the juvenile system and in transferring jurisdiction of the case to the court of common pleas.  [But see Dissent:  the juvenile court abused its discretion by finding that a preponderance of the evidence presented at the amenability hearing weighed in favor of a transfer of jurisdiction where the juvenile court arbitrarily disregarded the opinion of two experts that the juvenile was amenable to rehabilitation in the juvenile system and substituted its own assessment of the child’s amenability for that of the experts.]
JUDGMENT:
            Affirmed
JUDGES:
OPINION by MYERS, P.J.; BERGERON, J., concurs in judgment only and CROUSE, J., CONCURS IN PART AND DISSENTS IN PART.  
