




Resources 
First District Court of AP-Reals - Website 
• https://firstdistrictcoa.org/

First District Court of AP-Reals Guide to ReP-resenting Yourself on 
AP-P-eal 

• https://firstdistrictcoa.org/guide-to-filing-an-appealf

First District Court of AP-Reals Guide to E-Filing 
• https://firstdistrictcoa.org/guide-to-e-filing-without-an-attorney/

First District Court of AP-Reals - Local Rules 
o https://firstdistrictcoa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/First-District-

Local-Rules-Eff-2-1-2026-1.pdf
o Formatting requirements for the brief can be found at: Rule 16.1, 

Rule 16.2, Rule 18, and Rule 19
o Oral Argument procedures may be found at: Rule 21

Ohio Rules of AP-P-ellate Procedure 
• https://hamiltoncountyohio.aiserver7.us/wp­

content/uploads/2021/12/AppellateProcedure.pdf
o Formatting requirements for the brief can be found at: Rule 16,

Rule 18, and Rule 19
o Oral Argument procedures may be found at: Rule 21

First District Court of AP-Reals Checklist 
• https://firstd istrictcoa.org/wp-content/up loads/2022/01/Checklist-1-

FOR MS-NE EDE D-TO-B E GIN-AN-APP EAL-C IVI L-2022.pdf

Docket Statement 
• https://firstdistrictcoa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Form-3.1-

DCV_Eff-2-1-26.pdf
SamP-le Brief 

• https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?
src=https%3A%2F%2Ffirstdistrictcoa.org%2Fwp­
content%2Fuploads%2F2024%2F08%2FForm-16.1CV-Sample­
Brief_2023.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK

Notice of AP-Real 
• https://firstdistrictcoa.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Form-3.1-

NCV _Eff-2-1-24.pdf

Fee Waiver 
• https://hamiltoncountyohio.aiserver7.us/wp­

content/uploads/2021/12/Form-20-Fee-Waiver-Affidavit_Rev.-12-27-
21.pdf

Cincinnati Bar Association Law.er Referral Service 

• Phone: (513) 381-8359 // Website: https://cincybar.org/lrs

Helpful Definitions 
As you go through the appeals process, there may be a few words, 
terms, and phrases that you are unfamiliar with. Please read and 
familiarize yourself with these terms below: 

Appellant: The person/people bringing the appeal. If you are filing 
the appeal, you are considered the "appellant(s)." 

Appellee: The people responding to the appeal. If you are filing the 
appeal, then the people you argued against during your trial would 
be considered the "appellee(s)." 

Assignment of Error: The error that you believe the trial court made 
during your trial. 

Err; erred: The judge's failure to follow the law. 

Motion: A specific request filed with the Court. 

Opinion: The written reasoning for how the Court decided the case 
and came to its conclusion. 

Oral Argument: The verbal argument by the parties where they 
explain to the Court of Appeals why they should win. 

Party: The people directly involved to the case. If you are filing the 
appeal, you would be considered a "party" to the case. All people 
you argued against in the trial court may also be considered a 
"party" to the case. 

Pro Se: A party not represented by a lawyer. 

Show Cause: An order by the Court to correct or explain something 
submitted to the Court. 

Standard of Review: The law(s) that guide the Court of Appeals in 
deciding your appeal. 

Submitted on the Brief: When no oral argument occurs, the Court 
of Appeals will decide the appeal based on the briefs from the 
parties. 

DISCLAIMER: This guide is NOT legal advice. This packet aims to give a 
general overview of the appeals process and is not a substitute for legal 
advice, which may only be given by a licensed attorney. If you are going to
appeal, it is recommended that you seek legal counsel. It's important to 
read the reviews left by prior clients in determining who to hire as your 
potential attorney. 
The Cincinnati Bar Association Lawyer Referral Service or an online 
search may be able to connect you with an attorney. 

Renata Freese
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