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SUMMARY:


A voluntary dismissal under Civ.R. 41(A)(1)(b) did not deprive the trial court of jurisdiction to rule on the validity of the assignment of an attorney-fee judgment, which was a collateral issue not related to the merits of the action.
The trial court abused its discretion in denying a party’s request for a continuance where the party had not been granted prior continuances, requested the continuance to seek counsel, was elderly and spoke limited English, was questioned by the court while unsworn and was not subject to cross-examination, and was noticeably confused, and where there were allegations that the signature of the party had been forged on the document that was under scrutiny at the hearing. 
JUDGMENT:
REVERSED AND CAUSE REMANDED IN C-250189 AND C-250190; APPEAL DISMISSED IN C-250617
JUDGES: 

OPINION by CROUSE, J.; KINSLEY, P.J., and BOCK, J., CONCUR.
